336	THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
On the following day the Polish Foreign Minister went on to
Geneva. Everything had been done that could be done to impress
him most favourably with the attitude of France to Poland and
the permanence of their alliance. But the facts were the facts.
Since 1921 when the alliance was signed the general situation
in Europe had changed to the disadvantage of France inasmuch
as Poland was now in a much stronger position relatively, and
felt she could stand on her own feet without being helped by
France to do so. She was never unmindful of what France had
done for her in the first years of her restoration as a State, though
she had to pay a stiffish price for it, and felt she was treated rather
as a dependent—which in a sense was true, as she had looked to
France to defend her much more than that she should defend
France. Locarno, praised by Skrzynski in its day and accepted
by Poland, had always been regarded by many Poles as detrimental
to their country's interests, and as time went on more and more
Poles came to hold that view because, while the Franco-German
frontiers were guaranteed by England and Italy, no similar
guarantee was given for the intangibility of the Polish-German
frontier. Locarno was in effect an admission by France that she
would not defend that frontier against an attack by Germany—
what value, then, was to be put on the Franco-Polish alliance?
Again, there was the notorious mutability of French politics to
be reckoned with. Poland realized that she could count only
on herself, and when France began to show a decided coolness
towards her she took a line of her own, as was manifested by her
opposition to the French plan in the Disarmament Conference and
to the Four-Power Pact. But with Hitler in power, Austria in
peril, and fear of Germany growing, France did not want the
alliance with Poland to be weakened. Hence the invitation to
Beck and the welcome he received, with the congratulations
to Poland in the communique which, while it referred to Danzig,
said nothing about the Polish-German agreement of May 2,
though it must have been discussed by the two Ministers.
Shortly after his arrival at Geneva for the League Assembly,
which opened on September 25, Beck had a conversation with
Neurath and Goebbels of a distinctly friendly character, and

